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Augusta Organ Crawl—April 16-17th,

Our April meeting will be an
“Organ Crawl” in Augusta,
GA, which will include a tour of
the Imperial Theater, concerts by
Walt Strony at both the Parrott
and Polglase residences, a BBQ
buffet dinner, open console at both
venues, a jam session plus a tour
and open console at the Sacred
Heart Cultural Center. (See
schedule below)

The artist, Walt Strony, is no
stranger to Atlanta Chapter folks
having performed during out Fabu-
lous Fox Organ Weekend last year
and presented several programs for
our chapter. He was born in
Chicago in 1955 and began music
lessons at the age of seven. This
well-rounded musician brings a
wealth of experience to any organ
console. He made his public debut
in 1974 at age 18 and has since es-
tablished himself in both theater
and classical organ circles. In addi-
tion, he has performed at many
conventions of both the ATOS and
AGO.

Walt has made many
recordings which have received
rave reviews. As an author, he is
well known by organists for his
recent book entitled, The Secrets of
Theatre Organ Registration, which
has already become the standard
reference book on this subject. In
addition, Mr. Strony 1is a
consultant in the design and the
tonal finishing of both pipe and
digital organs. He 1is also a

Featuring Walt Strony

composer of organ and choral

music.
Our hosts & their organs...
Dale and Susan Parrott have
just completed a beautiful renova-
tion of their lovely home. Their
Allen GW319 will be voiced by
Walt Strony just prior to the pro-
gram. Located in an alcove at the
end of the family room it’s seven
speakers are to the sides and back of
the console and are angled slightly
upward to reflect off the back wall.
Bob and Amanda Polglase
installed their new Allen GW4 in
Jun 2004 after it appeared at the
Fabulous Fox Organ weekend.
The organ has two extra audio
channels added for a total of 18
audio channels. The organ was
voiced by Walt Strony in March,
2005. The console sits in the
great room of the residence
which is two stories high. The
speakers are housed in two spe-
cially constructed large chambers
on top of the great room's trey
ceiling and speak down into the
great room through grilles in the
trey ceiling.

The Schedule
SATURDAY APRIL 16TH
Come early for lunch in the area.
There are several sandwich shops

close to the Imperial Theater.

e 1:00 PM... Tour of the Imperial
Theater in the historic Augusta
Downtown. This will be hosted by
Executive Director Laura Ploacha.
The Naughty Marietta Wurlizter
came from this theatre! Go to www.
imperialtheatre.com for more.

e 3:00 PM... Concert by Walt
Strony at the Dale and Susan

Parrott Residence on the Parrott's
new GW 319. Open console fol-
lowing concert.
e 4:30 PM... Check into the
Homewood Suites Hotel, 1049
Stevens Creek Road, Augusta GA
30907, Phone 706-738-3131. It is
located at 1-20 and Washington Rd.
On the web at www.
homewoodsuites.hilton.com Note:
You are responsible for your own
reservations.
e 6:00 PM... BBQ Buffet dinner
around the pool at the residence
of Bob and Amanda Polglase.
(Reservations required. See page
3) Cost of the buffet is $12.00 ea
and includes BBQ pork, chicken,
turkey, hash, rice, potato salad,
slaw, pickles, bread, and tea. Bob
and Amanda are providing beer-
wine-soft drinks and desserts!
The back terrace setting is beauti-
ful with brick walkways, patio,
and landscaped yard.
e 7:30 PM... Concert by Walt
Strony on the Polglase GW4.
Open console to follow.
e 9:30 PM till Midnight... Jam
Session at the Parrott residence.
SUNDAY APRIL 17th
¢ 9:00 AM... Meet for breakfast -
-location to be announced.
¢11:00 AM... Tour and open con-
sole at the Sacred Heart Cultural
Center. This facility is a 1900's
Catholic Church that has been
completely restored as the cultural
arts center for Augusta. Beautiful
75' barrel ceilings, stained glass
windows and a large Allen Classi-
cal Organ which speaks from the
Gallery and Proscenium. 6-second

(Continued on page 2)

For addresses, directions
and map see enclosed

insert.
Thanks to Dale Parrott
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Welcome New Member
Larnie Higgins
Planet Studio
460 Abernathy Road
Atlanta, GA 30328
404-303-0833
Larnie@planetstudios.com

Directory Update....

Art Schlueter
Phone 770-385-7097
Art3@pipe-organ.com

(Continued from page 1)

reverb in this auditorium. Go to the
Sacred Heart website to view this
beautiful Romanesque architecture.
Look for the tall steeple and turrets
as you approach downtown Au-
gusta. www.sacredheartaugusta.org

e 3:30 PM... If you have time,
Allen Organ Studios of Augusta
has invited us to attend a concert
at St. John United Methodist
Church in nearby Graniteville,
South Carolina. Jeff Lewis will be
dedicating a new 44-stop Allen
Custom Heritage Series Organ.

The Mystique of Ken Double..
by John Clark McCall, Jr.

Ken Double’s recent concert for
the Atlanta Chapter at Bucky Red-
dish’s magnificent Walker Unit Or-
chestra, March 6, makes one pon-
der... "what is the mystique of Ken
Double?”

Ken’s selections were generally
of the usual theatre organ repertoire
and his style of playing was that
which has come to be expected of
our current professionals. So what

makes Ken so different and why do
we find him to be an artist whose
music continues to excite and last
beyond the sound of the last note?

I think it is in Ken’s enthusi-
asm—not only for the theatre or-
gan, but for life itself—that rings
true in his playing. When Ken
mounted the console of what has to
be one of the finest non-pipe instru-
ments of its kind in the land and
played the great Jerry Hermann
melody from Mame, “It’s Today”—
you thought the console was liter-
ally rising from some vast pit in a
theatre! In addition to the positive
energy you feel in a Ken Double
concert, you are also treated to a
true professional when it comes to
console personality. Ken’s distin-
guished career in sports broadcast-
ing has certainly not hurt the way
he comes across to his listeners.

Ken’s program was seamlessly
balanced between toe tappers and
lush ballads, with a few surprises
along the way, such as Julius Fu-
cik’s semi-classical work “Winter
Storms”.

Another surprise was a certain baby
book lifted by yours truly and given

to Ken to set the stage for a trib-
ute to our host, Bucky Reddish.
Bucky rose to the occasion and
promptly took the book right out
of the artist’s hand claiming that it
was “X Rated”! This did not,
however, prevent Ken from romp-
ing through a delightful rendition
of “You Must Have Been A
Beautiful Baby”. On a very seri-
ous note, we are indebted to
Bucky not only for providing
such a fine instrument for chapter

. concerts but also for his generous

subsidies which have allowed us
to bring artists of the first string to
Atlanta for our enjoyment.

Musical highlights were every-
where including a tribute to music
made famous by the vocal group,
The Ink Spots, and a refreshingly
different arrangement of “So
Beats My Heart for You”—much
more in the Buddy Cole genre
rather than the open harmony ar-
rangements inspired by Jesse
Crawford. A medley of music
from the current Broadway hit,
The Producers, proved that Mel
Brooks can actually write music.
And Sigmund Romberg’s The
New Moon provided a wonderful
opportunity to hear the Walker
weave a special magic with
“Lover Come Back to Me”,
“Softly As A Morning Sunrise”,
“Wanting You”, “Stout Hearted
Men”, and, of course, “One Kiss”.
A “Double” concert is indeed
double in that audiences are
treated to music that is superbly
arranged, charged with energy,
and packaged with the finesse that
only a professional announcer can
give from the console. Atlantans
have come to expect this kind of
presentation from the days of our
own Bob Van Camp, whose other
hat was worn at WSB Radio for
decades. So in this proud tradition
we can mark Ken’s appearance as
legendary in its own right—and
most importantly—intensely mu-
sical from start to finish.
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President’s Message...

This is
month of
news:
one item
of  bad
news and
a lot of good news. Bad news:
the project to restore and rein-
stall the Lucas Theatre Wurlit-
zer has been abandoned by the
Lucas Board of Directors with
no plans to resurrect it. Good
news: The Lucas Board has
deeded the complete organ back
to the Chapter so that we can
protect it, preserve it, and hope-
fully find a good (close by)
home for it. Good news: we
have over thirty people signed
up to go to the organ crawl in
Augusta, which bodes well for
future plans to have occasional

organ crawls or out-of-town
meetings. Good news: for those
who weren’t there, we were very
gratified to have Edd and Norma
Simmons with us at our March
meeting, where we were all able
to see that he is recovering well
from his recent stroke.

This good news is a comment
sent to me by email: “The At-
lanta Chapter is the FRIENDLI-
EST bunch of people I have ever
had the pleasure to come in con-

tion but the Atlanta chapter
really has something good going
on.” I was delighted to receive
this comment, and you should
be, too, because all of you are
the reason people feel this way
about us.

This month, I would like to

recognize one of our veteran

i

has been extended to April 9th
Reminder

30907, Phone 706-738-3131.

IMPORTANT -- Reservation is Required for
the BBQ Buffet
Please complete the registration form below and
send your check for $12.00 per person payable to
Atlanta Chapter, ATOS to Donna Carter. You
should also call Donna and register at 770-428-
4809. This event is open to only 50 persons.
Don't wait - call now. Deadline for reservations

You are Responsible for your own transportation
and lodging reservations. We suggest Homewood
Suites, 1049 Stevens Creek Road, Augusta GA
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Name

Registration Form - Augusta Organ Crawl BBQ Buffet - April 16

Phone

Don'’t forget to vote for Bucky Reddish to be on #
the International ATOS Board of Directors.

members. Robert Foreman
played a significant role in sav-
ing the Fox Theatre and its
Moller Organ. He provided ad-
vice and direction in formulat-
ing the agreement by which the
Grande Page was placed in Ste-
phenson High School. His as-
sistance was indispensable as
we planned and presented the
Fabulous Fox Organ Weekend.
His advice to me has been in-
valuable in our efforts to secure
title to the Lucas Wurlitzer
from their board. Bob is usually
a “behind the scenes” person,
but his years of contributions
have played a significant role in
the theatre organ world in At-
lanta. Bob, our thanks go out to
you. We’d love to see you any-
time you can be with us.

Lavy Davis
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Atlanta Chapter member
Fred Boska is playing a
concert on the J. Tyson
Forker Memorial Wurlit-
gl zer at Grace Baptist
Church in Sarasota, FL
| for the Manasota Chapter
‘on Sunday, April 17,

2005 at 2:30 p.m. See www.theatreorgans.com/
MTOS for additional information and location.

Number of attendees

. Amount enclosed @ $12 per person for Barbecue Buffet $
Make check payable to: Atlanta Chapter, ATOS.
Mail to: Donna Carter, 219 Lake Somerset Drive NW, Marietta, GA 30064-1721
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e eOne Allen Theatre Model R311 is available for a limited time only at a price of $33,900,
& F OR including delivery in Georgia. This is a model that has been used in demonstration and con-
L‘E certs by Walt Stony, Bill Irwin, Cameron Carpenter and Ron Carter. It will be sold with full
SA factory warranties. There is only one available on a first come first serve basis. Call Jeff Ayers

at 404- 456-5434.

o Three-manual Allen Theater Deluxe Organ. 32-note pedalboard. Beautiful condition, pecan wood
finish. Lighted stoprail and pedalboard. Four tone cabinets, two with speakers in motion, two stationary for
pedal and percussions. Three pecan-finish tone cabinets to match console, one cabinet in black stage finish
for piano. Tone cabinets can be stacked. Two monitor speakers in console. Generous supply of cables from
console. Five general pistons, duplicated with chrome toe studs. Crescendo pedal with indicator lights, plus
two expression pedals, one for organ main, one for solo reeds. Transistor generators, not tubes. Equipped
with auxiliary bank of generators for real string celestes, tunable by note to desired broadness of celeste.
Two-speed tremolo on strings channel, broad tremolo on flutes/tibias, separate channel and tremolo for solo
reeds. Tuned percussions include marimba, music box, xylophone, chrysoglott, carillon, and piano in its own
separate adjustable channel. Non-tuned percussions, all individually adjustable for volume, are bass drum and
pedal cymbal, playable from pedal, and those playable from the Accompaniment manual are sand block, tom
tom, wood block, castanets, sleigh bells and cymbal. A lovely, powerful instrument'. Was $14,000, asking
$2,500. Lloyd Hess 770-436-3203.

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)

e April 9, 8 p.m... Two Silent Films of Harold Lloyd, with Paragon Ragtime Orchestra
accompaniment at the Rialto Theater, Price $26, $36, $52

e April 16 - 17 Meeting... Augusta Organ Crawl featuring Walt Strony at the Parrot &
Polglase residences and more. See Page 1 for details.

e April 16, 8 p.m. pianist Piotr Folkert at St. Brigid Church in Alpharetta. Tickets 678-
393-0060

e April 17, 2:30 p.m. ..Fred Boska Concert, Forker Memorial Theatre Organ, Grace Bap-
tist Church, Manasota Theatre Organ Society, Sarasota, FL

e« May 13, 8 p.m., | Remember Johnny, Margaret Whiting sings the music of Johnny
Mercer, Friday, Rialto Theatre, Price $36, $46, $62

« May 15, 3 p.m. Meeting... Surprise. Watch for an announcement in the May newsletter.

e May 15,2 p.m. (CST)... Gene Stroble at the Alabama Theatre

e June 19, 3 p.m. Meeting... Larry Douglas Embury at the Bucky Reddish residence

o September Meeting... Page organ at Stephenson High School (Date & artist to be
announced)

Atlanta Chapter , ATOS - Membership Application

b |

|

|

|

Name Phone :
I Address |
| City State/ZIP E mail |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| Do you own an organ? If so, description
|
I Annual membership dues $35 (Student $17.50). Please make check payable to Atlanta Chapter, ATOS. Meetings are
I held monthly, usually on the 3rd Sunday afternoon. Mail this application and your check to: Wanda Carey, 4135

I Brookwood Dr., Austell, GA 30106-1237.
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